A brief portrait of the GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG


(www.gls.de)


GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG is the first ethical-ecological bank in Germany. The bank was founded in 1974 and currently over 4.000 projects aiming towards the future are financed.

GLS stands for Community bank for Loans and Gifts. In focus are cultural, social and ecological initiatives, initiated by people, and not anonymous interest seeking capital or maximum profit. The bank works with transparency and thus all the credit projects, together with information on the development of the bank itself, is published in the magazine "Bankspiegel".

The GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG transfers their depositors' money as loans to independent schools and kindergardens, ecological farms, curative- and social-therapeutical initiatives, projects for the unemployed, health-food-stores and communal living-projects, as well as commercial projects. As of 31 December 2005 the total balance was more than 550 million EUR.

Offers from the Gemeinschaftsbank are among others:

    * Current Accounts

    * GLS Savings Accounts

    * GLS Savings Certificates

    * GLS Future Accounts

    * Term-Deposits

    * Bank Membership 

When deposits are made with a low interest GLS Bank is able to grant loans to certain projects with an interest that only covers the basic loan administration costs of the bank (in 2006: 3.5 % p.a.).

The successful work of the bank has been enormously supported by more than 14.000 cooperative members who have subscribed for shares.

The Gemeinschaftsbank has its Head Office in Bochum and has established branches in Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Freiburg and Hamburg. GLS is cooperating closely with the GLS Treuhand Bochum and the GLS Beteiligungsaktiengesellschaft. The bank is part of the german "Bundesverband der Deutschen Volksbanken und Raiffeisenbanken" and their guarantee system for depositors' money.

The GLS Treuhand (Charitable Trust Foundation), founded in 1961, is an association of more than 310 charity organizations. The GLS Treuhand has gained comprehensive experience in the structuring of donations, large fortunes and dealing with wills and estates. Fundraising and consulting in the field of private legacies as well as the transfomation of business into charitable capital are its main areas of activity. At present a major emphasis is also put on the sector of small private donations.

The GLS Treuhand acts as a charitable trust administrating various foundations and supporting the social, ecological and cultural aims of its charitable member-organizations.The total balance as of 31 December 2005 amounted to 48.1 million EUR.

Among the theme Foundations of GLS Treuhand aiming towards the future are:

    * Agriculture

    * Development aid

    * Education

    * Health care

    * Social work and living 

    english portrait

The GLS Beteiligungsaktiengesellschaft (BAG) was founded in 1995 and is a subsidiary owned by GLS. Its objective is to help cooperating companies in finding equity capital. The capital stock amounts to 2,2 million EUR. BAG has Funds for renewable energy and the social economy. It has also established a fund for the purchase of the power-supply-system of Schönau, a small town situated in the Black Forest, Germany. A substantial part of the BAG investments are for windmill parks which is a growing energy source in Germany. The capital of the funds of BAG add up to a volume of over 228 million EUR.

For more information:

info@gls.de

Bochum

PO box 10 08 29

D-44708 Bochum

Visiting address: Christstr. 9, 44789 Bochum

phone: +49-234-5797-0

fax: +49-234-5797-133

Stuttgart

Haussmannstrasse 50

D-70188 Stuttgart

phone: +49-711-2 38 95-0

fax +49-711-2 36 08 12

Frankfurt

Am Hauptbahnhof 6

D-60329 Frankfurt am Main

phone: +49-69-2 56 10-0

fax: +49-69-2 56 10-169

Freiburg 

Merzhauser Str. 177, D-79100 Freiburg 

phone: +49-761-2 07 89-0

fax: +49-761-2 07 89-90

Hamburg

Mittelweg 147

D-20148 Hamburg

phone: +49-40-41 47 62-0

fax: +49-40-41 47 62-44

Since being founded in 1961 the GLS Treuhand has offered it's resources for all people, who are individually committed to working for the common good.

The GLS Treuhand offers advice for creating last wills and inheritance as well as the establishment of individual, charitable arrangements. It can be used as an intermediary for grounding personal processes of tranferring wealth for community oriented benefit.

With their Foundations for the Future, GLS Treuhand is directly engaged in the fields of education, development assistance, agriculture, health care and social welfare.

Currently it maintains 35 donor advised funds with a total of 59 founders and initiatives which are involved in the decision processes.

In addition to this the GLS Treuhand administers 126 charitable arrangements.

The GLS Treuhand also offers specific topic oriented funds which work towards resolving crucial social challenges. 

The  legal structure is that of a trusteeship and an umbrella organisation of 300 associations with social, ecological and cultural goals. The trusteeship belongs to the GLS group, together with the GLS bank and the GLS holding company.

The Trusteeship Foundations for the Future are engaged in central fields of society.

If these themes are of interest for you, you are welcome to participate. For more details about entering an existing foundation and donation possibilities, please contact Mr. Andrea Valdinoci (Tel: +49/234/5797-227/ e-mail: Andrea.Valdinoci@gls.de ).

Foundations for the Future – an overview

Education: Zukunftsstiftung Bildung

Supporting projects for educational reform. Promoting learning processes oriented towards the individual (personalized learning). Supporting  free cultural life.

Contact: Helene Shangama (Tel. 0234/5797-134)

e-mail: Helene.Shangama@gls.de

Development Aid: Zukunftsstiftung Entwicklungshilfe

(with Development Aid Funds)

Sponsorship for children as well as social and self-help projects for peasants, crafts people, cooperatives and womens-groups in Peru, Brasil, Kenia, Uganda, India, Nepal and Vietnam.

Contact:  Walter Burkart (Tel. 0234/5797-124)

e-mail: ewh@gls.de

http://www.entwicklungshilfe3.de/

Holistic Health Care: Zukunftsstiftung Gesundheit

Support for initiatives and projects  with an impetus towards a health care system focused on individual developing persons.

Contact:  Jan Matthias Hesse (Tel. 0711/ 22 02 16 97)

e-mail: info@zukunftsstiftung-gesundheit.de

http://www.zukunftsstiftung-gesundheit.de/

Agriculture: Zukunftsstiftung Landwirtschaft 

(with Organic Seed-Research-Funds and livestock/ poultry breeding funds)

Supports projects focusing on livestock and poultry breeding, organic plant breeding , research and education, as well as projects committed to maintaining seeds free of genetic modifications (gm-free seeds). Conventions and discussion forums. Promotor of the campaign  "Save our Seeds" (SOS) (http://www.saveourseeds.de/).  

Contact: Dr. Katharina Reuter Katharina.Reuter@gls.de

e-mail: bochum@zs-l.de

http://www.zs-l.de/

Society: Zukunftsstiftung Soziales Leben

Assistance for people who contribute by their own artistic or scientific initiative, to the development of society and social consciousness.

Contact: Andrea Valdinoci (Tel. 0234/ 5759-227)

e-mail: Andrea.Valdinoci@gls.de

Some Examples of the Theme Funds

Fund for Debt Relief: Entschuldungsfonds

Supporting convicts and ex-prisoners with debt reduction and organizing rehabilitation.

Contact: Heinke Ipsen (Tel. 0234/5797-153

e-mail: Heinke.Ipsen@gls.de

Fund for Student Grants: Studienfonds

Establishment and support of local study funds self-administered by students. Student grants in individual cases.

Contact: Helene Shangama (Tel. 0234/5797-134

e-mail: Helene.Shangama@gls.de

Fund for Waldorf Studies: StudienHilfe

Supporting  Waldorf Teacher Training.

Contact: Ghiga von Smiechowska (Tel. 08641) 63336

e-mail:  studienhilfe@t-online.de

32 other theme funds with donation possibilities.

 "The fear of a future we dread can only be overcome through images of a future we want," (Wilhelm Ernst Barkhoff; founding member of the GLS bank and GTS trusteeship).

The GLS Treuhand Funds for the Future want to achieve a culture of donation which binds individual freedom and initiative together with  social responsibility.

They support citzens social engagement by providing advice and assistance, bringing people together and money for social, ecological and cultural purposes.

The GLS Treuhand Funds for the Future work unselfishly, transparently and cooperatively together with everyone who wants to create the future and move the present.

